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The scientific understanding of the four dimensions of “new quality productive forces”
—Multidimensional interpretation based on “quality”
CEN Zhaoyang, AN Weifu

(School of Marxism, Shanghai Jiaotong University, Shanghai 200240, China)

Abstract: Understanding the concept of “quality” is the key to grasping the term “new quality productive forces”.
“quality” represents the intersection of ideas, linking the innovative “new”—symbolizing the novel aspects of
theory—with “productive forces”, which lay the foundational basis for theoretical development. This synthesis births the
scientific category of “new quality productive forces” and delineates its spatiotemporal development path. From the
perspective of historical materialism, the multiple connotations of “quality” can be summarized and categorized. By
integrating relevant theoretical discussions with the current state of technological innovation, the concept of “new quality
productive forces” can be scientifically understood across four dimensions: Engaging with the world and observing its
qualities forms the ontological premise for proposing the concept; understanding the world and identifying its essential
qualities establishes the epistemological foundation for the framework; explaining the world and adhering to its
qualitative laws provides the axiological basis for theory construction; transforming the world to realize its qualitative
potentials embodies the methodological principle for applying the concept. Anchored in a theoretical framework that
emphasizes technological breakthroughs and institutional exploration, this approach harnesses the scientific, innovative,
systematic, and practical nature of “new quality productive forces” to expedite the emergence of a new development
paradigm. This paradigm is oriented toward new industries, new growth patterns, and new futures. Furthermore, it
propels China’s path to modernization to deeper levels, broader domains, and higher stages, with technological innovation

as the primary driving force.
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	“新质生产力”这一概念由习近平总书记2023年9月在黑龙江考察时首次提出，其内涵要义、核心要素、功能定位、主体架构、现实诉求、目标任务等在总书记出席的多次重要会议及外出调研考察的讲话中得以进一步形成、完善。例如，习近平总书记在中共中央政治局第十一次集体学习时提出“科技创新能够催生新产业、新模式、新动能，是发展新质生产力的核心要素”[1]；在参加十四届全国人大二次会议江苏代表团审议时明确“要牢牢把握高质量发展这个首要任务，因地制宜发展新质生产力”[2]；主持召开新时代推动中部地区崛起座谈会强调“要...
	一、观其“质”貌：“新质生产力”提出的存在论前提

	“触碰”世界以观其“质”貌是“新质生产力”概念提出的存在论前提。从“吾无以为质矣”（《庄子 徐无鬼》）到“气形光声，无逃质理”（《物理小识》）、“黑质而白章”（《捕蛇者说》），我们对于“质”作为物质、对象和形体、质地等的概念认知得以初步形成。把新质生产力这一概念范畴同对“质”的“质貌”理解结合，将为理解新质生产力提供重要理论视角：现实的物质世界是生产力发展的基础和前提，中国式现代化持续推进则是新质生产力提出的国内背景。据此，结合各国科技发展战略规划、人类文明技术化信息化发展趋势，着眼于中国经济社会...
	二、察其“质”性：“新质生产力”生成的认识论根基
	三、循其“质”理：“新质生产力”建构的价值论根据
	四、达其“质”的：“新质生产力”应用的方法论原则

	第一，坚持变革求新、以“新”促质，通达新质生产力的创新性“质”的。创新依托现实、突破传统，仰赖实践、推动变革，居于新发展理念的首要位置。同样，新质生产力关键在质优，特点在于其创新性，本质则是先进生产力。加快形成新质生产力，其首要任务也在创新。习近平总书记强调：“新兴领域发展从根本上说源于科技的创新和应用。” [28]据此，应增强创新自信，大力推进自主性创新、基础性创新和原始化创新，坚持从学科基础建设和科技创新实际出发，以勇于突破关键核心技术和敢于打造精品工程的战略眼光、行动能力加大颠覆性技术和前沿...
	五、研究结论与未来展望


