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Transforming “digital literacy” into “digital governance”:
Digital literacy and villagers’ social governance participation
WANG Xiaohua, WU Shuanghong

(School of Economics and Management, Southwest University, Chongqing 400715, China)

Abstract: In the new era of digital transformation, leveraging digital literacy to drive governance is a crucial step for
advancing grassroots governance capabilities and modernizing rural governance. Based on the data from the Chinese Family
Panel Studies(CFPS2022), this study analyzes the effect of digital literacy on villagers’ participation in social governance.
The results show that digital literacy significantly enhances villagers’ participation in social governance, and the effect
operates through two primary channels: increasing villagers’ social capital and improving their political attitudes.
Heterogeneity analysis reveals significant differences in the impact of digital literacy on villagers’ governance participation
across demographic groups. Specifically, the effect is more pronounced for women, youth, and individuals with higher levels
of education. Based on these findings, it is recommended to strengthen the implementation of digital rural construction,
bridge the digital divide, drive rural governance transformation through digitalization, and optimize the institutional supply

system for digital rural governance.

Keywords: digital literacy; rural digital governance; participation in social governance; digital inequality
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