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Fair path of second round extension: Can information disclosure and
democratic consultation promote farmers’ policy support?
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Abstract: Constructing a fair pathway and enhancing farmers’ support for policies are central to ensuring the smooth
advancement of the second round of rural land extension. Based on pilot studies in XF County, Guizhou Province, and
PY County, Henan Province, and drawing on the IAD framework, this paper explores feasible pathways for fairness in the
contract extension process through information disclosure and democratic consultation. The findings are as follows: (1)
Information disclosure and democratic consultation, as interactive components in the IAD framework, theoretically
contribute to procedural fairness; (2) in the second-round contract extension, information disclosure and democratic
consultation are reflected in the two stages of “policy dissemination” and “plan formulation”. The two pilot sites adopted
different design models, with the fairness effectiveness in PY County, Henan Province, outperforming that in XF County,
Guizhou Province; (3) information disclosure and democratic consultation significantly enhance farmers’ support for
policies, exhibit interactive effects, and influence farmers’ policy support through their perception of fairness. It is
proposed that localities should emphasize information disclosure and democratic consultation, design a fair land
extension program, strengthen the fairness of the extension process, and establish a dynamic and fair management

mechanism for rural land contracting and management rights.

Keyword: the second round of extension; information disclosure; democratic consultation; farmers’ perception of
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