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Formation mechanism and alleviation of governance dilemmas in relocation and
resettlement communities—Based on the structural strain theory perspective
LIU Yang

(College of Public Administration, Guizhou University of Finance and Economics, Guiyang 550025, China)

Abstract: Based on a longitudinal survey of Community H in northern Guizhou and employing the structural strain
theory, this study constructs an analytical framework of “cultural habitus—identity belonging—social interaction—power
structure” to explore the governance dilemmas and potential solutions in relocation and resettlement communities. The
study finds that the specific manifestations of structural strain in these communities, such as local habitus conflice, dual
identity misalignment, social interaction fragmentation, and power structure imbalance, lead to governance challenges
including disorder, emotional detachment, relational alienation, and weak public participation. To address these issues, an
integrated governance approach is proposed, encompassing cultural continuity, empowerment of residents, relationship
reconstruction, and organizational restructuring. This approach entails dialectically accommodating local habitus while
fostering an inclusive community culture, fully safeguarding immigrants’ employment rights, and enhancing their sense
of autonomy through targeted measures. Additionally, leveraging both technological and emotional governance can
strengthen interpersonal trust, while reinforcing the synergy between formal and informal organizations. Ultimately, these
efforts aim to facilitate a more connected, internally driven, and sustainable model of community integration for

relocation and resettlement commumities.

Keywords: relocation and resettlement community; structural strain; order reconstruction; community governance
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