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How does digital village construction enhance county economic resilience?
—Based on a quasi-natural experiment of the national digital village pilot program
ZHANG Qihui, YANG Ziyi, ZHANG Licheng"

(Chinese Academy of Fiscal Sciences, Beijing 100142, China)

Abstract: Based on the panel data of Chinese counties from 2012 to 2022, an indicator system for county economic
resilience was constructed from four dimensions: resistance and release, recovery and reorganization, regulation and
adaptation, and innovation and transformation. By using the quasi-natural experiment of the national digital village pilot
program and difference-in-differences model, the impact of digital village construction on county economic resilience was
empirically examined. The results show that digital village construction can significantly enhance the county economic
resilience and the conclusion remains valid after addressing the sample self-selection bias problem and conducting an array
of robustness tests. The mechanism analysis indicates that digital village construction enhances the county economic
resilience through promoting rural financial development and rural consumption growth. The heterogeneity analysis finds
that the impact is much more significant in agricultural counties, central and western counties, and mountainous and hilly
counties. Spatial effect analysis demonstrates that digital village construction has a positive spatial spillover effect on county

economic resilience.

Keywords: digital village construction; county economic resilience; rural financial development; rural consumption growth
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