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How to take root: The stable operation and value of endogenous new
agricultural business entities
ZHAO Zuyuan, CHEN Hui"

(College of Humanities and Social Development, Northwest A&F University, Yangling 712100, China)

Abstract: Based on the symbiosis theory and field research in S Town, Henan Province, the study examines how
endogenous new agricultural business entities interact symbiotically with small-scale farmers to achieve counter-trend
growth and stable operation in the competition with exogenous agricultural business entities. The research finds that,
compared with exogenous agricultural business entities, endogenous new agricultural business entities are characterized
with structure stability prudence in agricultural investment and spatio-temporal embeddedness, which makes their
relationship with small-scale farmers more harmonious. In agricultural operation practice, endogenous new agricultural
operation entities develop an agricultural symbiotic system that is conducive to maintaining their stable operation
through mechanisms such as flexible land integration, altruistic social service supply, the adjustment of village informal
institutions and responsibility feedback. The stable existence of endogenous new agricultural business entities has
formed an agricultural modernization development and operation structure with Chinese characteristics, which is not
only beneficial for the localization and transformation of regional agriculture, but also of great significance for the

improvement of farmers’ livelihoods and the development and stability of rural community.

Keywords: endogenous new agricultural business entity; symbiotic development; small-scale farmers; resilient
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