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Breadth or depth: Farm households’ e-commerce participation behavior
and its income-increasing effect
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Abstract: Based on the 2020 China Rural Revitalization Survey (CRRS) data, the income-increasing effect of farm
households’ e-commerce participation behavior has been examined empirically from the dual perspectives of breadth and

depth. The results show that both the breadth and depth of farmers’ e-commerce participation have significant income-

N increasing effects, and the conclusion still holds after a
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series of robustness tests. The breadth of farm households’

e-commerce participation mainly realizes its income-
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increasing effect through three channels: entrepreneurial

e y s behavior, credit access, and information gain, while the
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depth of e-commerce participation only promotes farmers’

WLERL 5] 5 o B income growth through entrepreneurial behavior. Further
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heterogeneity analysis indicates that the income-increasing effects of both the breadth and depth of e-commerce

participation are more pronounced in regions with better internet infrastructure and among farm household groups with

higher income levels, reflecting that the inclusivity of current rural e-commerce development still needs to be improved.

Keywords: e-commerce participation behavior; farm household; participation breadth; participation depth; income-

increasing effect
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