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Policy drivers and optimization pathways for youth returning to hometowns to
start business from the push-pull theory perspective
HUANG Qinglin, LYU Lingwei
(School of Marxism, Guangdong University of Technology, Guangzhou 510520, China)

Abstract: Based on the push-pull theoretical framework, this study analyzes the determinants of youth’s hometown-
returning entrepreneurship through semi-structured interviews with 250 young entrepreneurs returning to their hometown
across 10 provinces including Guangdong, Hunan, and Guizhou. The research reveals that the youth deciding to return to
hometown for entrepreneurship are comprehensively influenced by multi-dimensional push and pull forces. Policy pull
factors—including fiscal support policies, land support policies, and talent attraction policies—combined with reality
push factors such as rising urban living costs and intensified competition in employment markets, collectively drive the
emergence of the youth rural entrepreneurship trend. Specifically, policy pull forces provide significant development
opportunities for youth rural entrepreneurship by releasing entrepreneurial dividends, expanding development space, and
enhancing development potential. Reality push forces create external environmental pressures that compel young people
to reassess their career development path. To address these challenges, it is necessary to approach the issue from two
dimensions: policy supply reform and policy execution capacity building. This involves deepening policy supply reform
to improve funding guarantee systems, strengthening policy execution capacity building to optimize policy
implementation mechanisms, and constructing a comprehensive, multi-tiered support system for youth returning to

hometowns to start business.

Keywords: return to hometown to start a business; push-pull theory; rural revitalization; common prosperity
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