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Data sharing of digital elements and new urbanization
—A quasi-natural experimental evidence from the launch
of prefecture-level governments’ data open platform
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Abstract: Based on the data from prefecture level cities across the country from 2000 to 2022. Adopting a multi-period
Difference-in-Difference model, it empirically tests the role of the launch of public data platforms in the process of new
urbanization and explores its mechanism and heterogeneity. Research has found that the launch of public data platforms
significantly improves the level of new urbanization. Furthermore, the mechanism analysis shows that the effects of data
sharing of digital elements on new urbanization is achieved through three aspects: promoting industrial structure adjustment
and upgrading, activating social consumption demand, and improving government governance action. In addition, the paper
also found that the main effect is more significant in the regions with a higher proportion of agricultural output value, higher

level of human capital, lower degree of market segmentation, and higher local fiscal pressure.
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