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The practical logic behind the policy on disposing of contracted land of
“extinct households” in the second round of contract extension
—Based on research in pilot areas
TANG Hao, ZENG Weifeng"

(College of Economics, Hunan Agricultural University, Changsha 410128, China)

Abstract: Based on field research in pilot areas for the second round of land contract extension, this study systematically
compares and analyzes four typical categories of “extinct households”—five-guarantee households, all-female
households, households with children employed by the state, and households with separate registered addresses for their
children—to explore the policy requirements and practical implementation of contracted land disposal. The research
reveals regional disparities in the enforcement of “extinct households” land disposal policies, with deviations observed in
some areas. The root causes include not only insufficient policy completeness but also significant influences from rural
traditions and local contexts. Within this, five practical logics influence the implementation of policies regarding the
disposal of contracted land of “extinguished households™: first, the farmers’ pursuit of substantive justice; second, the
deeply ingrained operational logic of the traditional rural household system; third, the logic of maintaining village order
through “land governance”; fourth, the logic of the continuity of the village community; and fifth, the operational logic of

the top-down pressure-based system.

Keywords: basic rural management system; the second round of land contract extension; disposal of contracted land for

“extinct households”; practical logic
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