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“Three Better Alignments”: The logical thread running through China’s reform process
—A textual analysis based on the documents of the Third Plenary Session
Since the reform and opening-up
CAO Weiwei, DENG Xuanchao
(College of Marxism, Hunan Agricultural University, Changsha, Hunan 410128, China)

Abstract: The important proposition of “Three Better Alignments” advanced at the Third Plenary Session of the 20th
CPC Central Committee, profoundly reveals the methodological thread running through the entire process of reform and
opening-up. In reform practice, China has adapted to the stages of productive force development by optimizing the
ownership structure of the means of production, deepening reforms of the resource allocation system, and building a fair
and efficient distribution system, thereby promoting better alignment between productive forces and relations of
production. In response to changes in the economic base in terms of ownership, exchange, and distribution, China has
carried out continuous and prudent adaptive adjustments and improvements to elements of the superstructure—including
political organization, political institutions, and ideology—thus fostering better alignment between the economic base and
the superstructure. Focusing on the expansion of social demands, grounded in changes in social strata, and responsive to
different stages of development, China has achieved better alignment between state governance and social development

by restructuring governance arenas, re-configuring governance actors, and iterating governance models.

Keywords: “Three Better Alignments”; reform; methodological thread; Third Plenary Session
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	“三个更好相适应”：贯穿中国改革进程的逻辑主线
	一、推动生产关系和生产力更好相适应，激活中国式现代化的内生动力
	二、推动上层建筑与经济基础更好相适应，夯实中国式现代化的制度根基
	三、推动国家治理与社会发展更好相适应，强化中国式现代化的治理驱动


