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Farmers’ specialized cooperatives curb land abandonment: Effects and mechanisms
CHEN Xiaozhi', HONG Weijie?, HU Xinyan?"

(1.South China Innovation Finance Research Institute, Guangdong University of Finance, Guangzhou 510521, China;

2. College of Economics and Management, South China Agricultural University, Guangzhou 510642, China)

Abstract: Based on the data of the China Labor-force Dynamics Survey (CLDS), the impact of farmers’ specialized

cooperatives on farmland abandonment and its mechanism have been explored from the perspective of farm households.

The results show that cooperatives can significantly curb
W EHR: 2025 - 06 - 27

farmland abandonment, yet their marginal effect is relatively
EEWH: BERZARPFAEESFFEMH (72203004 ) ;

small. Heterogeneity analysis reveals that cooperatives can

I HRAEE AL SBER LT (GD25ST08 ) 5 J N2

teRE T RIS (2025GZQN18 ) 5 | AR ASGHE

significantly reduce the abandonment of paddy fields but

\ s h ignificant i t 1 t.
AR AL ( GD24TWCXGCO8 ) ave no significant impact on dryland abandonmen

VEZ®A: B/ (1995— ) . 4, WiEEHITE A, 1-1- Cooperatives focused on sales functions can notably curb
] I Y4 -/ ’ s I ’

WIEREESE 5, A Sk B S AR . *hE S farmland abandonment, whereas those centered on
VEH . production functions show no significant impact. Mechanism
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tests indicate that the potential pathways through which cooperatives inhibit farmland abandonment include enhancing

farmers’ planting income and optimizing planting structure. However, no evidence was found to suggest that cooperatives

can reduce planting costs or increase the number of agricultural workers, which may account for their relatively limited

impact effect.

Keywords: agricultural cooperatives; land abandoned; smallholder farmers; large market; planting income
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