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The practice and operational mechanisms of governance communities in advancing
agricultural modernization—A case study of town C in Hunan Province
LI Yuxia

(School of Sociology, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, China)

Abstract: Innovating agricultural governance mechanisms to address the dilemma of balancing efficiency, equity and
resilience in the process of agricultural modernization has become a prominent practical concern. Based on a typical case
from C Town in Hunan Province, this study constructs a three-dimensional analytical framework of “coordinated
integration - symbiotic interests - embedded governance” to systematically examine the operational mechanisms through
which governance communities facilitate agricultural modernization. The findings reveal that governance communities
through mechanisms of the coordinated integration, consolidate land property rights, transaction rules, and production
services, thereby improving the efficiency of factor allocation and alleviating the efficiency dilemma of agricultural
modernization. Through mechanisms of symbiotic interest, they establish a multi-actor benefit-sharing structure that
mitigates equity tensions in agricultural modernization. Through the embedded governance mechanisms, governance
communities promote the modernization of social capital, enhancing the adaptive capacity, innovative potential, and
sustainability of agricultural systems. The practice in C Town indicates that the key to modernizing agricultural
governance lies in adopting a smallholder-centered approach and building organized governance mechanisms through the
organic integration of formal institutions and informal rules, thereby achieving effective linkage between smallholders
and modern agriculture. This study offers theoretical innovation and practical pathways for China’s distinctive approach
to agricultural modernization, contributes to addressing the challenges of agricultural transformation in the context of “a

large country with smallholders,” and provides important insights for advancing comprehensive rural revitalization.
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