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Rural CEOs empowering collective economic development: Possibility and path

LI Hang

(School of Politics and Public Administration, Zhengzhou University, Zhengzhou 450001, China)

Abstract: Based on the new endogenous development theory, an analytical framework of “rural subjectivity-operational
professionalism” has been constructed from the dual dimensions of value and tools. By comparing rural CEOs with
village cadres, government cadres, external capital and other subjects, it is found that rural CEOs maintain rural
subjectivity while possessing strong operational professionalism, which helps them gain a significant comparative
advantage in promoting collective economic development. Further research, combined with typical cases of two villages
in Yuhang District, Hangzhou City, reveals that rural CEOs empower collective economic development through a
multi-level process: self-empowerment, group empowerment, organizational empowerment, community empowerment,
and regional empowerment. By improving their professional capabilities, rural CEOs stimulate the rural operation team to
advance industrial integration, activate the function of collective economic organizations to connect and benefit farmers,
promote the reconstruction of rural subjectivity, and ultimately spur the joint development of other villages on a broader
scale, forming a pattern of “talent strengthening villages-strong villages assisting weaker villages-regional common
prosperity.”
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