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How does policy cognition drive the circulation of idle homesteads?
—The experience of Longxi County under the moderation of farmer types
ZHANG Wenbin2, SU Wanli!

(1. College of Finance Taxation, Lanzhou University of Finance and Economics, Lanzhou 730101, China;
2. Department of Planning and Evaluation, University of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100102, China)

Abstract: The level of farm households’ cognition of homestead transfer policy is an essential prerequisite for
revitalizing idle rural homestead resources and promoting the standardized transfer of homesteads. Starting from the
subjective cognition of farm households, this paper explores the mechanism by which policy cognition affects farm
households’ willingness to transfer homesteads, and examines the mediating role of risk attitude and the moderating role
of farmer household types, based on survey data of 979 farm households in Longxi County, Gansu Province, a national
pilot area for the reform of the homestead system. The results show that policy cognition significantly enhances farm
households’ willingness to transfer homesteads. Heterogeneity analysis reveals that policy cognition has a more
significant promoting effect on the homestead transfer willingness of farm households in urban-rural integration areas, as
well as those who prefer cash compensation and state expropriation compensation. Risk attitude plays a partial mediating
role in the relationship between farmers' policy cognition and their willingness to transfer homesteads. Policy cognition
can indirectly enhance farmers' willingness to transfer by promoting the transformation of farmers' risk attitude from
avoidant to preferred. Farmer household types exert a significant moderating effect on the relationship between farm
households’ policy cognition and their homestead transfer willingness. In addition, the higher the proportion of
non-agricultural income of farm households, the stronger their willingness to transfer homesteads. Accordingly, this paper
proposes to promote the transfer of idle homesteads in a categorized manner by taking into account differences in
geographical location, farmer household types, and compensation demands.
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