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Impact of new quality productivity forces on the urban-rural income gap
—A test of the moderating effect of public service equalization
JIN Du, CHEN Hong", ZHANG Meng

(College of Public Administration and Law, Hunan Agricultural University, Changsha 410128, China)

Abstract: This study develops an integrated analytical framework linking new quality productive forces (NQPF), public
service equalization, and the urban - rural income gap to examine how structural transformation shapes income inequality
in China. Using Chinese provincial panel data from 2014 to 2023, the study investigates the effects of NQPF and the
moderating role of public service equalization. The results show that NQPF exerts a significant convergence effect on the
urban - rural income gap, with stronger marginal effects observed in regions at lower levels of development, indicating
diminishing returns. However, its distributional consequences are heterogeneous: while NQPF reduces disparities in wage
income and transfer income between urban and rural regions, it simultaneously widens gaps in business and property
income, revealing a pattern of dual divergence. Furthermore, public service equalization not only directly mitigates
income inequality but also amplifies the convergence effect of NQPF through a complementary moderating mechanism.
This dual role—combining direct redistribution with synergistic enhancement—operates consistently across different
income categories, enhancing positive effects while partially offsetting inequality-expanding tendencies.
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