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The impact of comprehensive land consolidation on county economic development
—From the dual perspective of factor supply and efficiency

ZHANG Yufei, LUO Mingzhong*, YANG Yi

(School of Economics and Management, South China Agricultural University/Rural Revitalization Laboratory,

Key Laboratory of Philosophy and Social Sciences of Guangdong Province, Guangzhou 510642, China)

Abstract: Comprehensive land consolidation is an important policy tool for optimizing the territorial space pattern and
promoting county-level economic development. Based on unbalanced panel data of 2 076 counties in China from 2012 to
2022, the impact of this policy on county economic development and its underlying mechanisms have been analyzed by
using the multi-period difference-in-differences method. The study finds that comprehensive land consolidation
significantly promotes county-level economic development, and this conclusion remains valid after a series of robustness
tests. The results of mechanism tests indicate that comprehensive land consolidation can revitalize existing land, attract
government and social capital, improve land intensification and capital utilization efficiency, and drive county economic
development from the dual dimensions of expanding factor supply scale and improving factor utilization efficiency. The
heterogeneity analysis reveals that the policy effects are more prominent in counties with low population density and in the

central and western regions, aligning with these areas’ higher demand for intensive land use and capital injection.

Keywords: comprehensive land consolidation; factor supply scale; factor utilization efficiency; county economic
development
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