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“Comprehensive localization” and activation of farmers’ subjectivity
—A case study of the tea industry in a rural village of Southern Anhui
WANG Shaokang

(School of Sociology and Politics, Anhui University, Hefei 230601, China)

Abstract: Activating farmers’ subjectivity is the key to the effective development of rural industries. Based on a case
study of the tea industry development in Fangcun, Southern Anhui, the localization theory has been expanded, the
concept of “comprehensive localization” has been proposed, and the practical mechanism of activating farmers’
subjectivity has been systematically analyzed from a process perspective. The study finds that “comprehensive
localization” emphasizes that in the whole process of industrial development, the effective activation of farmers’
subjectivity can be achieved through the coordinated localization of development subjects, development actions and
development effects. Through the basic adaptation of internal and external embedding, the introduction of market rules
and the optimization of local rural foundations are balanced, and an action system suitable for farmers’ development
conditions is constructed. These two mechanisms jointly input mobilization information for farmers. Subsequently,
through the progressive promotion of co-construction and sharing, farmer participation is diffused by means of stratified
mobilization and the mode of early adopters leading latecomers. The synergistic interaction of these three mechanisms
ultimately fosters an industrial development pattern of “for the farmers, by the farmers, and of the farmers”.

Keywords: comprehensive localization; farmer subjectivity; rural industries
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