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Evaluation of high-quality development and regional disparities of Chinese herbal
medicine industry from the perspective of rural industrial revitalization
—A case study of Hunan Province

LI Wenshu®?, QIN Yuhuib®

(a. School of Marxism; b. School of Humanities and Management; c. School of Chinese Medicine,
Hunan University of Chinese Medicine, Changsha 410208, China)

Abstract: The high-quality development of the Chinese herbal medicine industry has become an important bridge
connecting the inheritance and innovation of traditional Chinese medicine with the revitalization of rural industries. The
data of Hunan Province from 2019 to 2024 have been measured using a comprehensive evaluation index system consisting
of six dimensions, with indicator weights determined by a combined weighting method of Analytic Hierarchy Process and
entropy weight method. Meanwhile, regional disparities have been decomposed via the Dagum Gini coefficient. The results
show that the high-quality development of the Chinese herbal medicine industry in Hunan Province has entered a critical
transition period from “scale expansion” to “structural optimization.” The growth momentum exhibits a significant contrast
of “strong driving force from social and ecological benefits, but weak support from market and system.” The spatial pattern
exhibits the dual characteristics of “solidification of urban gradient” and “differentiation of internal regional benefits.” The
key to promoting the stable and long-term development of the industry lies in transforming social and ecological advantages
into sustainable endogenous market competitiveness and risk resistance capacity of the industry. The policy focus must be
directed at improving the quality of the entire industrial chain and optimizing the institutional environment. Furthermore,
the construction of regional coordination mechanisms must evolve from the connection of infrastructure to the benefit
sharing of the value chain.

Keywords: Chinese herbal medicine industry; high-quality development; evaluation system; Hunan Province
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