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Practical dilemmas and the dual-dimensional interaction mechanism of social work
in rural revitalization —An analytical framework of structural
embeddedness and relational adjustment
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Abstract: The in-depth advancement of the Rural Revitalization Strategy has generated an urgent need for social work
participation in rural governance. However, professional intervention often falls into a state of “suspension” within local
rural society. Taking S Village in W County, H Province, as a case study, this paper constructs a dual-dimensional
analytical framework of “structural embeddedness—relational adjustment” to systematically examine the practical
dilemmas and underlying mechanisms of social work participation in rural revitalization. The findings indicate that
these dilemmas stem from the mutually reinforcing failures of structural embeddedness and relational adjustment,
manifested as institutional dislocation, cultural tension, and suspended trust. In response, social work gradually
navigates out of these difficulties through a dual-dimensional interactive mechanism. Its operational trajectory unfolds
as a progressive chain: “trust accumulation—performance demonstration—institutional recognition—professional
symbiosis.” Specifically, relational adjustment strategies—such as the “door-to-door visiting method” and the activation
of collective rituals—help accumulate villagers’ trust. This trust is subsequently transformed into tangible service
performance, which then gains institutional recognition

Wk EHEE: 2026 - 02 - 11 through institutional translation. Ultimately, through
ESTE: WSR2 HER AT E ( XSP26Y capacity symbiosis and the delegation of authority, social

BZ219) ; HH M CH AR — i H ( 25YJA8400 Work and local rural society achieve mutual empowerment,

forming a virtuous cycle where structures facilitate
EZEN. BFS (1974—) , B, Wit A, =4 relationships, and relationships, in turn, reinforce structures.

R R, KRB R, %F This process systematically reveals the micro-level
T 1) A2 T AR S 2niA B mechanism through which social work evolves from
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“project-based embeddedness” to “professional symbiosis”, offering both theoretical references and policy implications
for optimizing the pathways of social work participation in rural revitalization.
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