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The multiple institutional logic and action strategies of farmer cooperatives
participating in rural governance
—A case study of Fumin Cooperative in G County, Gansu Province
GAO Xingzhou

(School of Management, Lanzhou University, Lanzhou 730000, China)

Abstract: The participation of farmer cooperatives in rural governance helps reshape the governance structure of rural
fields and promotes the modernization of rural governance. Under the interaction of bureaucratic logic, local logic,
market logic, and community logic, cooperatives face multiple institutional complexities, which manifest as a balancing
dilemma between organizational efficiency and rural public welfare, the tendency toward administrativeization of village-
level governance, and the conflict between market-oriented and collective-oriented paths for cooperative development.
By adopting differentiated action strategies — such as strengthening organizational mobilization to promote
collectivization, enhancing village publicness through participatory consultation, fostering village-community co-
construction through welfare-supporting initiatives, and integrating flexible knowledge via information sharing—
cooperatives achieve a dynamic balance among multiple institutional logic. As a hybrid organization with community
attributes, the cooperative’s mechanism of “coupling and symbiosis”—namely, the selective coupling of multiple
institutional logic and the coordinated symbiosis of differentiated action strategies—enables it to effectively mobilize
diverse actors driven by different institutional logic within the field to jointly achieve development goals.

Keywords: farmer cooperatives; institutional logic; coupling and symbiosis
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