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Research on the impact of policy mix intensity on public participation
—An analysis based on China’s air pollution control policy mix
LIU Xiaoyu!, ZHANG Xiaojie?

(1.School of Humanities and Law, Northeastern University, Shenyang 110169, China; 2.School of Political Science and
Public Administration, China University of Political Science and Law, Beijing 100088, China)

Abstract: The design of policy mix intensity, as a crucial strategy for guiding public perception and shaping the realistic
foundation for participation, exerts significant impacts on the level of public participation. Drawing on policy feedback
theory, this study examines China's air pollution control policies using panel data from 31 provincial-level administrative
regions during 2011—2024. A two-way fixed effects model is employed to empirically analyze the relationship between
policy mix intensity and public participation, while also investigating the moderating role of local government attention.
The results reveal that: Policy mix intensity has an inverted U-shaped effect on public participation. A moderate policy mix
intensity facilitates public participation most effectively through resource effects and interpretive effects; local government
attention plays a crucial negative moderating role in the relationship between policy mix intensity and public participation.
High levels of local government attention can exacerbate public sensitivity to a high-intensity policy mix; heterogeneous
results demonstrate that this inverted U-shaped pattern is more pronounced in eastern regions and in areas with greater local
autonomy. Accordingly, governments should adopt the principle of moderate policy mix intensity, optimize attention
allocation strategies, and tailor the intensity of the policy mix to local conditions to continuously enhance public

participation.

Keywords: policy mix intensity; allocation of government attention; public participation; policy feedback
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