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Theoretical framework and governance implications of Xi Jinping’s
expositions on family, family education, and family values
WANG Wenhuat, WU Yongsheng® 2*

(1.School of Marxism, Inner Mongolia University of Technology, Hohhot 010051, Ching;
2.School of Public Management, Inner Mongolia University, Hohhot 010021, China)

Abstract: Xi Jinping’s expositions on the importance of family, familial education, and family values take the Marxist
conception of the family as their theoretical starting point, elucidating both the essential attribute of the family as a
fundamental unit of society and the laws governing its historical evolution. Drawing upon the ethical tradition of the unity
of family and state in Chinese civilization, they inherit the enduring values of self-cultivation, family regulation, state
governance, and universal peace. Furthermore, they are nourished by the red family ethos cultivated through the
century-long struggle of the Chinese Communists, thereby organically integrating theoretical origins, cultural inheritance,
and the continuation of the Party’ s revolutionary legacy. The core tenets of these propositions may be distilled into a
tripartite framework: the family as the foundation, family education as the cultivation of virtue, and family values as a
guiding force. The notion of the family as the foundation establishes its strategic position as the cornerstone of national
development, national progress, and social harmony. Family education as the cultivation of virtue defines the direction of
family education, emphasizing moral education as the foremost priority and the cultivation of qualified socialist builders
and successors as its ultimate goal. Family values as a guiding force elucidates the mechanism through which sound
family values fosters a clean and upright Party ethos and political conduct. These important expositions demonstrate
distinctive theoretical characteristics that integrate inheritance with innovation, systematicity with pertinence, and
people-centeredness with contemporary relevance. Consequently, they embody profound contemporary value and
governance implications in shaping a new generation suited to the demands of the times, promoting good governance at

the grassroots level, carrying forward the cultural heritage of
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