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The impact of poverty alleviation relocation on farmers’ endogenous development capacity
and its mechanisms—An analysis based on micro-data from 16 counties across 8 provinces
WANG Sangui*®, ZHANG Dongsheng?

(a. School of Agricultural Economics and Rural Development; b. China Anti-Poverty Research Institute, Renmin
University of China, Beijing 100872, China)

Abstract: Poverty alleviation relocation is a major spatial intervention strategy designed to address the survival dilemmas
in impoverished areas and break the inter-generational transmission of poverty. Based on three-period balanced panel data
from 1 063 farm households from 16 counties across 8 provinces, this paper empirically analyzes the impact of poverty
alleviation relocation on farmers’ endogenous development capacity and its underlying mechanisms by constructing a
multi-period difference-in-differences (DID) model. The results show that poverty alleviation relocation has a significant
positive effect on farmers’ endogenous development capacity, and this effect continues to strengthen over time.
Mechanism tests reveal that improved access to education and medical services serves as important transmission
channels. Heterogeneity analysis indicates that the policy effect is more pronounced among households with heads under
60 years of age, households without members suffering from major illnesses, and households with higher cultivated land
endowments. Overall, the relocation policy demonstrates favorable universality and inclusiveness. Accordingly, this paper
recommends establishing a normalized categorized assessment and dynamic monitoring and early warning mechanism,
implementing differentiated and targeted support, and continuously optimizing the provision of public services in
resettlement areas, so as to consolidate and expand the achievements of poverty alleviation and lay a solid foundation for
rural revitalization.
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