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Structure, norms, and strategies: The local shaping and systematic
governance of exorbitant bride price
—A case study of Village L in northern Anhui as an analytical lens
WANG Zhonghua, CHU Chengpei

(School of Sociology and Political Science/Oriental Yi Center for Political Development Research,
Anhui University, Hefei 230601, China)

Abstract: Based on the analytical framework of “structure-norm-strategy”, this study on Village L in northern Anhui,
China finds that the exorbitant bride price in rural areas results from the dynamic mutual construction of three
mechanisms: marriage market squeeze, local norm shaping and family rational choice. The imbalance of gender ratio and
the solidification of intermarriage circles form structural squeeze, and village norms like face and responsibility transmit
it into realistic family pressure, forcing farmers to take exorbitant bride price as a survival strategy for risk aversion. This
structurally rooted mechanism embedded in rural endows exorbitant bride price with strong resistance to external
intervention, which makes current governance policies encounter market contradiction at the structural dimension,
situational resistance at the normative dimension, and rational helplessness at the strategic dimension. The future
governance of exorbitant bride price should turn to systematic endogenous empowerment, namely, to realize governance
breakthrough through a multi-dimensional collaborative path by relieving the structural pressure of the marriage market,
reshaping the normative meaning network of rural society, and enhancing families' risk response capacity.

Keywords: marriageable youth; exorbitant bride price; generative logic; local rural shaping; systematic governance
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