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Three dimensions of traditional Chinese virtue education dissemination
and its enlightenment for modern rural governance
BAO Yawei, MIAO Shuhao

(School of Marxism/Jianghuai Humanities Research Institute,
Yancheng Institute of Technology, Yancheng 224051, China)

Abstract: Traditional Chinese moral education, relying on a three-dimensional communication system of “Virtue,
Empathy, and Ritual-Law” , realized effective governance in traditional rural society. The inward communication of
virtue restrains personal desires through moral introspection, returns to human inherent good nature, and fosters
individuals' virtuous personality. The ethical empathy communication dispels the alienation among individuals, infuses
warmth into clan and rural relations, and consolidates the ethical identity of rural clans. Rooted in the spirit of public
justice, the dissemination of ritual-law norms integrates ethical codes and formal legal institutions to achieve
complementary firmness and flexibility, thus sustaining stable social governance. For contemporary rural governance, the
wisdom embedded in traditional moral education can provide valuable insights for advancing modern governance. Inward
dissemination of virtue can empower the pursuit of shared spiritual prosperity in contemporary rural communities;
Ethical-empathic dissemination can facilitate broader and more inclusive participation in rural governance; and the
dissemination of ritual -law norms can contribute to the realization of good governance and institutional stability in
contemporary rural public affairs.
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